Year 3 Curriculum Overview Spring 1
	Literacy
	In fiction we will be reading a Science fiction/ Fantasy story, connecting the central themes and ideas of the story with other texts and our own experiences. We will be exploring how authors develop the plot of a story and devising questions for the main character to ask and answer in role. We will then write a new episode for the story with a problem, reaction and resolution, which has dialogue that sounds convincing because it is based on what we know about the characters and shows the characters’ reactions to new situations. We will be writing part of the episode in the first person (I, we).

In non-fiction we will be reading and writing a discussion text (a balanced argument). We will be learning about the structure and purpose of discussion texts, looking at the language used and role playing a debate in order to engage fully with both points of view. We will be using what we have learnt to write a balanced discussion text about whether break times are too short. Our discussion text will show we have thought about both sides of the argument, share information with a reader in clear sentences that make sense and show clearly what is a fact and what is opinion. We will include adverbs and adverbials to show that we are considering both sides of the argument (e.g. Some, However, On the other hand).


	Maths
	In Maths we will be learning to rehearse place value in 3-digit numbers, order them on a number line and find a number in between; compare number sentences; solve additions and subtractions using place value; multiply and divide by 10 (whole number answers); count in steps of 10, 50 and 100.

Also to add pairs of 2-digit numbers using partitioning (crossing 10s, 100 or both) and then extend to add two 3-digit numbers (not crossing 1000); recognise and sort multiples of 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10; double the 4 times-table to find the 8 times-table; derive division facts for the 8 times-table; multiply and divide by 4 by doubling or halving twice.

We will learn to identify 1/2s, 1/3s, 1/4,s 1/6s, and 1/8s; realise how many of each make a whole; find equivalent fractions; place fractions on a 0 to 1 line; find fractions of amounts.

Also to recognise right angles and know they are 90°; understand angles are measured in degrees; recognise ° as the symbol for the measurement of degrees; name and list simple properties of 2D shapes; begin to understand and use the term perimeter to mean the length/distance around the edge (border) of a 2D shape; begin to calculate using a ruler; know a right angle is a quarter turn; know 360° is a full turn; begin to understand angles and identify size of angles in relation to 90°.

Finally we will learn to place 3-digit numbers on empty 100 number lines; begin to place 3-digit numbers on 0-1000 landmarked and empty number lines; round 3-digit numbers to the nearest ten and to the nearest hundred; use counting up as a strategy to perform mental subtraction (Frog); subtract pounds and pence from five pounds; use counting up (Frog) as a strategy to perform mental subtraction of amounts of money; subtract pounds and pence from ten pounds.


	RE
	In RE we will learn about the Sacrament of Reconciliation in preparation for our First Confessions. We will learn about what it means to make wrong choices and reflect on how wrong choices affect us and other people. Also, that Jesus called people to turn away from sin and think about why this is important.
We will learn that God always loves us and to think about how important this love is for us. Also we will learn what the Sacrament of Reconciliation means, what happens during the Sacrament, reflect on God’s love and forgiveness and think about what the Sacrament does for us.

Finally we will learn about the purpose of Lent and reflect on what we can do to prepare for Easter. 

	Science
	In Science we will be learning about the Moon, how humans have visited it and plan our own mission by designing a moon lander, making space suits and eating space food! We will learn to explain how a rocket works, name some famous cosmonauts and astronauts and explain what they did and describe some of the problems scientists have solved to help people travel into space.

	History and geography
	In humanities we will be exploring the question, ‘Sir Humphrey Chetham – hero or villain?’ to learn about a period of local history that shaped the face of Manchester. We will visit the Museum of Science and Industry to help us in our research. In this topic, we will learn who Sir Humphrey Chetham was and why he is important to the people of Manchester. Also, about the Industrial Revolution and its impact on Manchester, the importance of the railways and canals to Manchester history, why cotton is important to Manchester, how L S Lowry captured Manchester and Salford at this time and what music would have been like at this time. 
We will use what we have learnt to set up a courtroom simulation to decide whether Sir Humphrey Chetham was guilty or innocent of changing the face of Manchester.

	PE
	In PE we will be doing gymnastics and learning to link two basic actions fluently and with control.
In games we will be learning the skills required to play invasion games.

	Computing
	In computing we will be learning to be presenters. Children will have the opportunity to make a short narrated video of themselves practising a sport or other skill, and to use this to help improve their performance. 

	Modern Languages
	In MFL we will be learning to listen and engage in German, ask and answer questions and speak in short sentences using familiar vocabulary. Also to develop appropriate pronunciation and appreciate stories songs, poems and rhymes.

	Art and Design
	In Art we will be learning to experiment with our own art, based on the art of L. S. Lowry. We will also learn how to create sketches of the body, looking at the work of Giacometti and Thomas Heatherwick.
In Design and Technology we will design and make a simple magnet game.

	Music
	In music we will be learning to use voice and instruments with increasing accuracy, control and expression, to improvise and compose music. We will be finding out about music in the Victorian period. 


